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In Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and in Christ you have been 

brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. 11 In him you were also 

circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole self ruled by 

the flesh was put off when you were circumcised by Christ, 12 having been buried with him 

in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in the working of God, 

who raised him from the dead.  
13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made 

you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our legal 

indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to 

the cross. 

 

Did any of you spend time this morning searching for Easter eggs?  Growing up, my 

parents used to hide those little plastic Easter eggs with candy inside for my sisters and I to find.  

As we got older, they eventually switched from hiding all those individual eggs to putting all of 

the eggs in a basket and then hiding the basket; it really streamlined the whole process.  Easter 

egg hunts have become a big part of the way people celebrate Easter here in America.  In fact, I 

even heard that there was an Easter egg hunt for adults up at Handley High School last Saturday. 

There’s another kind of Easter egg people enjoy searching for these days.  In computer 

software and media, an “Easter egg” is an inside joke, a hidden message or image, or a secret 

feature, that’s been tucked into the movie or the program which the viewers or users are then left 

to hunt out and discover on their own.   

What are the Easter eggs God wants us to find?  What truths has He hidden for us in His 

Word?  What messages does He want us to discover?  I think most of us came here this morning 

knowing, at least on the surface, what Easter is.  It’s the day we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection 

from the dead.  But why does that matter?  What does it mean?  There’s a lot more to Easter than 

simply the truth that Jesus is risen.  God has left passages in His Word that show us what that 

deeper meaning is.  Today and over the next six weeks let’s find those the messages God has 

tucked away for us in His Word, and let’s discover together the answers to those questions, 

“What does Easter mean?” and “Why does it matter?” 

The passage I want to look at with you today is the one I read to you earlier from 

Colossians 2.  I thought it would be a fitting passage for this morning because it talks about 

Easter and Baptism.  The message God reveals to us here in Colossians 2 is that Easter isn’t just 

about Jesus’s resurrection; Easter Means You Have a New Life Too! 

I want to start out by looking at the last two verses from that passage, verses 13 and 

14: When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh God made 

you alive with Christ.  He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our legal 

indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; He has taken it away, nailing it to 



the cross. 

There’s a phrase there at the beginning of verse 13 that’s a pretty big deal.  It says, you 

were dead in your sins.  Now, that doesn’t mean that we were physically dead.  What it’s 

talking about is spiritual death.  You see, when God talks about life He doesn’t mean it in the 

sense in which we so often think of it—the years we live here in this world until our bodies die.  

When God talks about life, what He means by it is the true life, the full life, the everlasting life 

together with Him that He wants for each and every one of us—a life where we enjoy all the 

blessings He has to share with us. 

But when we sin—when we say things, do things, or think things that are in opposition to 

God, things that aren’t a part of His plan for us that aren’t compatible with the life He wants for 

us—we separate ourselves from God and from that life He has to offer us.  So, because of our 

sins, we’re spiritually dead, separated from God who is the source of life.  In addition to that, 

God tells us that we’re also dead in our flesh.  With that word flesh He’s talking about the human 

nature that we inherit from our parents.  King David once wrote about that sinful nature in one of 

his psalms, he says, Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the moment my mother 

conceived me (Ps 51:5).  This spiritual death is something that we’re born with, something we 

inherit from our sinful parents.   

You can think about it like a branch that’s been broken off from a tree.  Separated from 

its source of life, that branch can’t grow, it can’t produce leaves or flowers or fruit, it can’t 

reattach itself to the tree, it can’t do anything because it’s dead.  Separated from its source of life, 

it will never achieve or amount to anything.  Not a very pleasant thought when we consider that’s 

the picture God uses to describe us and the state that we are in because of our sins.  Or, I should 

say, the state that we were in.  Were, because God didn’t leave us lying dead on the ground.  He 

made us alive again.  He forgave us.  He took those sins that separated us from Him away.   

You probably noticed when I was reading through our passage from Colossians earlier 

that there are a number of references in it to circumcision.  Starting with Abraham all the way 

back in the Old Testament, God established circumcision as a sign of His covenant with His 

people.  Every male member of Abraham’s family down through the generations was to be 

circumcised.  Now, that may seem like an odd symbol for God’s promise to His people, but like 

everything else in God’s Old Testament it was designed to point the people forward to Jesus—

Jesus who would cut away our sinful flesh that was ruling over us leaving us dead in our sins, so 

that He could give us new life. 

Jesus did that by taking the punishment for our sins on Himself.  He suffered separation 

from God in our place.  When Jesus was nailed to the cross, the sins of the whole human race, 

including you and me, were crucified with Him.  When God the Father forsook Jesus on the 

cross He was forsaking Him for our sins. 

Jesus was the only one who could do that for us.   No one else could have accomplished 

what He did.  My death, for example, could never have satisfied God’s justice for all the sins of 

all the sinners in the world, because I’m a sinful person and death is what I already deserve for 

walking away from God and the life He has to offer me.  But Jesus, who is perfect and has never 

sinned—Jesus who is true God (or, as verse nine of our text put it in whom all the fullness of 

the Deity lives in bodily form)—His death, the death of the holy Son of God, that was sufficient 



to satisfy God’s perfect justice.  On Easter Sunday, God raised Jesus from the dead in a great 

declaration that the sacrifice Jesus had offered was acceptable; forgiveness had been won for the 

sins of the world. 

Baptism, Paul goes on to explain, is how God makes us recipients of that forgiveness.  

Through Baptism, God unites us to Jesus.  He uses Baptism to create faith in our hearts that 

connects us to Jesus and the blessings He secured for us through His life and death and 

resurrection.   

Here’s what that means, because of your connection to Jesus through Baptism, God 

regards Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection as if they were your own death, burial, and 

resurrection. Through Baptism, your sinful nature has been killed and buried with Jesus, and a 

new nature, created by God to love Him and to live according to His will and to live that life that 

full, true, everlasting life He wants for you, has been given birth within you.  Through Baptism, 

your status changes from dead in your sins and subject to God’s wrath to alive in Jesus and a 

member of God’s family. 

What does Easter mean and why does it matter?  Easter means that God has given you a 

new life.  It matters because now when you physically die you have not an eternity of separation 

from God and His blessings ahead of you but an eternity with Him in unending blessedness. 

That new life is yours today, because as Easter Sunday assures us, the sacrifice Jesus 

made for your sins has been accepted by God.  It’s yours because in His grace God does not 

leave you dead in your sins.  He comes to you in His Word and in Holy Baptism and He does 

what only God can do, He creates life.  He creates faith in your heart that trusts in and receives 

the salvation Jesus won for you. 

If you haven’t been baptized and you’d like to learn more about it there’s a spot on the 

back of the Connection Card in your worship folder that you can mark, and I would be thrilled to 

answer any questions you might have. 

If you have been baptized and you want to learn more about the new life God has given 

you, stick around.  We talk about that here on a regular basis.  In fact, next week, we’re starting a 

study in our Sunday School class which meets right after worship of the book of James which 

tells us all about living that new life of faith.  If you want something you can do this week at 

home, take a look at the next section in Colossians, chapter three, where Paul shows us what 

living like those who have been made alive in Christ looks like.   

There’s a verse in that chapter that I’d like to pull out as our closing thought this 

morning: Colossians 3:15, it’s printed on the back of your worship folders, Let the peace of 

Christ rule in your hearts.  On Easter Sunday evening, Jesus came and appeared to His 

disciples and the words He shared with them which we’ll look at next Sunday, are the same 

words He shares with you today, Peace be with you (Jn 20:19).  For while you were once dead 

in your sins, you have been made alive with Christ.   

Amen. 

 


